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HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 


Town  Hall,  Leigh, 

March  23rd,  1901. 


Health  Committee. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  annual  report  on  the  mortality  and  sanitary  condition 
of  your  District  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1900. 

During  the  year  861  deaths  (males  425,  females  436)  were  registered  giving  a 
deathrate  and  of  22'o’j  per  1000  (on  the  estimated  population  of  39000)  as 
against  J97  for  the  preceding  year. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  29  deaths  occurred  in  the  Workhouse  and  4  at  the 
Sanatorium  belonging  to  your  District,  giving  a  total  number  of  894  deaths, 
and  a  corrected  deathrate  of  2  2‘g  as  against  207  for  the  preceding  year. 
The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1900  being  i8-3. 

The  deathrate  for  the  10  years  1890-1899  averaged  207  per  1000. 

Measles,  Epidemic  Influenza  and  Infantile  Diarrhoea  account  for  the  increased 
deathrate. 

Twenty-seven  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  premature  birth  and  16  were  uncertified. 

The  deathrate  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases  was  equal  to  4^4  per 
1000. 

The  number  of  births  registered  was  1417  (boys  748,  girls  669)  giving  a  birth¬ 
rate  of  367  as  aginst  1269  births  and  a  rate  of  337  for  the  previous  year. 
The  birthrate  for  England  and  Wales  being  28 '9. 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  for  the  year  being  556.  Of  the  1417  children 
born  295  died,  being  at  the  rate  of  208  per  1000  births  as  against  a  rate  of 
197  per  1000  for  the  preceding  year. 

The  high  infantile  deathrate  was  due,  1st  to  Diarrhoea,  2nd  Respiratory  Diseases 
and  3rd  Prematurity  of  Birth. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  ten  years  1890-1899  averaged  37^2  per  1000. 
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The  estimated  population  of  the  respective  Wards,  together  with  the  number  of 
deaths  and  the  rates  per  1000  were  as  follows  : — 


Wards. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Deathrate. 

Estimated 

Population. 

St.  Mary’s  . 

200 

23.8 

3400 

St.  Paul’s  . 

I  27 

25-6 

195° 

St.  Peter’s  . 

88 

23'7 

3700 

Lilford  . 

108 

18.9 

57°° 

Etherstone  . 

72 

l8‘2 

3900 

Hope  Carr . 

45 

20*0 

2250 

St.  Thomas’s . 

1 1  2 

2  1*1 

53°° 

St.  Joseph’s  . 

109 

22  *7 

4800 

Total  . 

861 

39000 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table,  the  deathrate  this  year  is  highest  in 
St.  Paul’s  Ward  ;  this  is  partly  accounted  for  by  the  large  number  of  deaths 
(34)  from  disease  of  the  respirator}'  organs — as  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia — 
the  rate  6'8  in  this  Ward  being  the  highest. 

The  following  table  gives  the  age  and  mortality  in  each  Ward  — 


Ward. 

At  all 
Ages. 

Under  1 
Year. 

and  under 

5 

5 

and  under 

15 

'5 

and  under 
25 

25 

and  under 

65 

65 

and 

upwards. 

St.  Mary’s  . 

200 

74 

29 

6 

6 

60 

2  5 

St.  Paul’s  . 

T27 

42 

22 

5 

3 

34 

2  I 

St.  Peter’s  . 

88 

39 

18 

5 

2 

2  I 

3 

Lilford  . 

108 

32 

I  2 

7 

7 

33 

17 

Etherstone  . 

72 

25 

6 

'j 

27 

8 

Hope  Carr . 

45 

H 

9 

1 

2 

I  I 

8 

St.  Thomas’s... 

I  I  2 

28 

23 

3 

7 

40 

I  I 

St.  Joseph’s  ... 

109 

41 

»5 

8 

6 

25 

14 

Total  .  .. 

861 

295 

J34 

38 

36 

25i 

107 

Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29726657 
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SMALL-POX. 

One  case  was  notified  on  May  the  28th  in  St.  Paul’s  Ward,  but  owing  to  an 
error  in  diagnosis  the  notification  was  subsequently  cancelled. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

During  the  year  159  cases  were  notified,  and  of  these  88  were  removed  to  the 
Sanatorium.  In  all  there  were  12  deaths,  8  at  home  and  4  at  the  Sanatorium. 

Of  the  deaths  at  home  4  belonged  to  St.  Mary’s  and  4  to  St.  Joseph’s  Wards. 
At  the  Sanatorium  2  belonged  to  St.  Mary’s,  1  Etherstone  and  1  to  St. 
Joseph’s  Wards.  The  rate  per  cent,  of  deaths  to  cases  being'  7-5. 


They  were  distributed  as  follows 


Ward. 

Cases 

notified. 

Deaths  at 
Home. 

Removed  to 
Sanatorium. 

Deaths  at 
Sanatorium. 

St.  Mary’s  . 

c/1 

cc 

4 

3  2 

2 

St.  Paul’s  . 

1 3 

4 

St.  Peter’s . 

1 2 

5 

Lilford  . 

20 

17 

Etherstone . 

22 

17 

1 

Hope  Carr . 

2 

2 

St.  Thomas’s . 

24 

8 

St.  Joseph’s  . 

8 

4 

n 

J 

* 

Total  . 

r59 

8 

88 

4 

DIPHTHERIA. 

During  the  year  13  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  with  5  deaths,  as  against 
9  cases  and  1  death  for  the  previous  year. 

In  some  of  the  cases  visited  complaints  were  made  of  the  stench  arising  from  the 
street  gullies  ;  in  2  cases  the  infection  was  derived  from  personal  contact. 

As  this  disease  is  very  infectious,  and  isolation  ot  the  patients  of  the  utmost 
importance,  I  would  suggest  to  your  Committee  that  they  should  make 
some  provision  for  this  purpose  at  the  Sanatorium. 

MEMBRANOUS  CROUP 

(which  is  now  bracketed  with  Diphtheria)  caused  6  deaths,  8  cases  being 
notified. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH 

was  the  cause  of  5  deaths,  as  against  30  for  the  preceding  year. 

MEASLES 

was  again  prevalent  during  the  year,  and  was  the  cause  of  35  deaths  ;  equal  to 
a  rate  of  o’g  per  1000.  Seven  of  these  were  of  children  under  1  year,  26 
between  1  and  5  years  and  2  over  5  years,  the  highest  deathrate  from  this 
cause  being  in  St.  Thomas’s  with  1 ‘50  and  St.  Joseph’s  1 '45,  whilst  the 
lowest  were  Etherstone  0^25  and  St.  Mary’s  o-35.  Owing  to  the  prevalence 
of  this  disease  St.  Paul’s  Schools  were  closed  during  the  month  of  February 
and  in  June  Butts  Wesleyan  Infant  School  until  after  the  Summer  holidays. 
The  disease  was  more  or  less  prevalent  throughout  the  year. 

During  the  previous  year  28  deaths  were  due  to  this  cause. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

During  the  year  57  cases  were  reported,  with  only  2  deaths,  or  at  the  rate  of 
0x35  per  1000,  the  case  mortality  being  3 ‘5  per  cent.  One  case  was  imported 
from  Westhoughton. 

During  the  previous  year  47  cases  were  notified,  with  9  deaths. 

They  were  distributed  as  follows  : — 


Ward. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Removed  to 
Sanatorium. 

Deaths  at 
Sanatorium. 

St.  Mary’s  — 

27 

I 

l5 

St.  Paul’s  . 

6 

4 

St.  Peter's  ..  .. 

*5 

8 

Lilford . 

2 

2 

Etherstone  . 

0 

J 

I 

Hope  Carr . 

2 

* 

St.  Thomas’s... 

St.  Joseph’s  ... 

2 

I 

Total  . 

57 

2 

31 

Nil. 
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Of  the  50  infected  houses  16  had  waste- water  closets  and  1  an  ordinary  water 
closet.  Two  defective  privies  have  since  been  replaced  by  ordinary  water 
closets. 

In  St.  Mary’s  Ward  27  cases  were  notified,  and  the  outbreak  was  most  keenly 
felt  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Oxford  Street,  Ratcliffe  Street  and  Leigh  Road. 
In  one  house  the  cellar  during  storm-time  is  flooded  with  sewage.  The 
yards  and  back  passages  and  this  portion  of  Oxford  Street  are  still  unpaved. 

In  St.  Peter’s  Ward  10  of  the  15  cases  notified  occurred  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Westleigh  Mill,  viz.,  Corn  Street,  Cotton  Street  and  Sportsman  Street. 
In  all  cases  complaints  were  made  of  the  stench  arising  from  the  adjoining 
weir. 

Other  insanitary  conditions  noted  were  untrapped  gullies,  faulty  house  drains 
and  ashpits.  In  one  case  the  downspout  was  directly  connected  with  the 
drain.  These  defects  were  at  once  remedied. 


PUERPERAL  FEVER 


was  the  cause  of  3  deaths—  1  in  St.  Mary’s,  1  Etherstone  and  1  in  St.  Joseph’s 
Wards.  Six  cases  were  notified.  For  the  previous  year  5  cases  were 
notified,  with  4  deaths. 


DIARRHOEA 


was  the  cause  of  1 1 1  deaths.  The  following  table  gives  the  age  period  : 
Deaths  in  the  whole  District  at  subjoined  ages 


All 

ages. 

Under  1. 

1  and 
under  5. 

5  and 
under  15. 

15  and 
under  25. 

25  and 
under  65. 

65  and 
upwards. 

Total  rate 
per  1000. 

I  I  I 

90 

Nil. 

Nil. 

O 

6 

4 

2-8 
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The  following  table  gives  the  deaths  in  each  Ward  together  with  the  death- 
rates  : 


Ward. 

Deaths. 

Deathrate. 

St.  Mary’s  . 

31 

3-6 

St.  Paul’s . 

r4 

2-8 

St.  Peter’s  . 

15 

4‘° 

Lilford  . 

18 

3'1 

Etherstone  . 

7 

i-8 

Hope  Carr  . 

6 

2  *6 

St.  Thomas’s  .. 

IO 

i-8 

1  St.  Joseph’s  . 

IO 

2'o8 

There  were  no  deaths  from  diarrhoea  in  the  age  periods  from  5  to  15  and  15  to 
25- 

The  highest  rate  from  this  cause  is  in  St.  Peter’s  and  the  lowest  in  Etherstone 
and  St.  Thomas’s  Ward. 


The  following  special  report  on  the  excessive  prevalence  and  mortality  of  this 
disease  during  the  third  quarter  of  the  year  was  submitted  to  your  Com¬ 
mittee  in  December  : — 

“  Town  Hall,  Leigh, 

“  December  15th,  1900. 

‘  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  AS  TO  THE 
PREVALENCE  OF  DIARRHCEA. 

“  To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

“  Gentlemen, 

“  I  beg  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  excessive  prevalence  of  Diarrhoea  and  the 
mortality  therefrom  during  the  quarter  ended  September  30th  this  year. 
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During  the  three  months  102  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  this  cause,  and 
of  these  87  occurred  in  infants  under  the  age  of  12  months,  8  between  the 
ages  of  1  and  2  years  and  7  in  adults  between  the  ages  of  35  and  84  years. 
The  disease  became  very  prevalent  during  the  latter  part  of  June,  assuming 
an  epidemic  form,  more  especially  affecting  the  infant  population. 

In  July  18  deaths  were  registered,  15  of  these  being  under  12  months,  one 
between  1  and  2  years,  and  two  in  adults  aged  respectively  35  and  70  years. 

In  August  there  were  51  deaths,  45  of  these  being  infants  under  12  months,  4 
between  1  and  2  years  and  two  adults  aged  respectively  84  and  48  years. 

In  September  there  were  33  deaths,  27  being  under  12  months,  3  between  1 
and  2  years  and  three  adults  aged  respectively  73,  60  and  72  years. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  there  were  no  deaths  of  children  or  adults  between  the 
ages  of  2  and  35  years. 

Of  the  87  deaths  of  infants  80  were  under  the  age  of  10  months,  and  as  this 
is  or  ought  to  be  the  period  of  an  infant’s  life  when  it  is  breast-fed  I  made 
this  age  the  limit  as  a  basis  for  an  investigation. 

Out  of  the  80  deaths  70  were  investigated,  and  of  these  64  or  91 '4  per  cent, 
were  found  to  have  been  bottle-fed  and  only  6  or  8-5  per  cent,  fed  with  the 
mother’s  milk. 

In  other  words,  the  mortality  was  found  to  be  about  eleven  times  greater  in 
bottle-fed  infants  than  in  those  fed  at  the  breast. 

The  vast  difference  in  the  mortality  is  very  remarkable  and  leads  one  to  the 
conclusion  that  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  infantile  Diarrhoea  is  improper 
and  careless  feeding. 

During  the  Autumn  a  leaflet,  with  reference  to  the  diet,  etc.,  of  infants,  was 
issued  to  the  Registrars  of  Births  and  Deaths  for  distribution  to  parents  on 
the  registration  of  each  birth. 

One  of  the  chief  characteristics  of  Diarrhoea  is  the  regularity  with  which  it 
appears  every  year,  and  under  ordinary  circumstances  its  prevalence  is 
always  greatest  during  the  third  quarter  of  the  year. 

This  disease  is  greatly  influenced  by  a  high  temperature  and,  except  under 
special  circumstances,  is  more  prevalent  during  a  dry,  hot  summer  and  less 
so  during  a  cold  wet  one. 

During  this  year  no  deaths  from  this  cause  were  registered  until  the  last  week 
in  J une. 
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“  Other  conditious  which  are  favourable  to  the  production  of  this  disease  are  : — 
Any  accumulation  of  filth,  privy  middens,  unpaved  yards  and  back  passages 
and  soil  pollution. 

“  Sewer  gas  is  also  a  favourable  factor.  The  sewers  are  inadequately  ventilated, 
and  during  a  spell  of  dry  weather  the  street  gullies  are  practically  untrapped, 
allowing  the  free  escape  of  sewer  gas. 

“  In  addition  to  the  free  flushing  and  ventilation  of  sewers  I  would  advise  that 
all  the  street  gullies  be  specially  flushed  at  this  particular  season  of  the 
year. 

“  The  foregoing  conditions,  combined  with  a  high  temperature,  have  little  or  no 
prejudicial  effect  on  mother’s  milk  but  exert  a  baneful  influence  on  all  other 
foods  and  more  especially  cow’s  milk. 

“  Milk  is  liable  to  contamination  at  an}'  time  from  the  moment  it  leaves  the  cow’s 
udder  to  its  final  distribution.  Its  storage  in  uncovered  vessels  and  the 
swarms  of  flies  at  this  season  of  the  year  are  a  fruitful  source  of  infection. 
As  milk  is  the  diet  for  infants  under  the  age  of  12  months  and  the  chief  food 
during  their  second  year  of  life,  it  should  be  given  to  them  in  as  pure  a 
state  as  possible. 

“  I  would  recommend  to  your  notice  the  experience  of  the  Manchester  Pure  Milk 
Supply  Company  which  show  us  how  this  can  be  done. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  Servant, 

James  King,  Medical  Officer  of  Health.” 


PHTHISIS  OR  CONSUMPTION 


was  the  cause  of  44  deaths,  and  other  Tubercular  Diseases  22. 

Including  all  Tubercular  Diseases  the  deathrate  is  equal  to  1 -6  per  1000. 
The  following  table  gives  deaths  in  the  whole  District  at  subjoined  ages  : 


All  ages. 

Under  1. 

1  and 
under  5. 

5  and 
under  1 5. 

15  and 
under  25. 

25  and 
under  65. 

65  and 
upwards. 

Phthisis  . 

44 

I 

Nil. 

8 

32 

Nil. 

Other  Tubercular 

Diseases . 

22 

6 

7 

5 

2 

2 

Nil. 

Total . 

66 

7 

7 

8 

IO 

34 

Nil. 
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The  following  gives  the  deaths  from  these  causes  with  the  rate  per  1000  in 
each  Ward  : — 


Ward. 

Phthisis. 

Other  Tubercular 
Diseases. 

Deathrate 
per  1000. 

St.  Mary’s  . 

I  2 

8 

2-3 

St.  Paul’s . 

9 

2 

2  *2 

St.  Peters . 

2 

2 

I  'O 

Lilford  . 

4 

I 

r87 

Etherstone  . 

I 

2 

376 

Hope  Carr  . 

I 

2 

F*3 

St.  Thomas’s  . 

IO 

I 

2*0 

St.  Joseph’s . 

5 

4 

i-8 

The  highest  rate  being  in  St.  Mary’s  and  the  lowest  in  Etherstone  Wards. 

During  the  previous  year  a  leaflet,  with  instructions  and  advice  on  the  preven¬ 
tion  of  this  disease,  was  distributed  throughout  the  District. 

Your  Sanitary  Officials  offer  to  disinfect  houses  in  case  of  death  or  removal, 
but  in  only  4  instances  has  advantage  been  taken  of  this. 

INFLUENZA 

Caused  38  deaths  as  against  4  for  the  preceding  year,  and  was  very  prevalent 
during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  The  deaths  were  registered  as  follows  : 


January .  3 

February  .  21 

March  .  7 

April  .  3 

May  .  1 

July  .  1 

September .  1 

November .  1 


Total 


38 


HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


io 


The  rate  per  1000  being-  o-97. 


The  epidemic  was  also  responsible  for  a  large  number  of  the  deaths  registered 
as  due  to  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs. 


The  following  gives  the  age  at  death  : — 


At  all 
ages. 

1  and 
under  5. 

5  a»d 
under  15. 

15  and 
under  25. 

25  and 
under  65. 

65  and 
upwards. 

38 

I 

I 

I 

CO 

1 

' 

The  deaths  and  rate  per  1000  in  each  Ward  were  as  follows  : — 


Ward. 

Deaths. 

Rate 
per  iooo. 

St.  Mary’s  . 

IO 

i-i9 

St.  Paul’s  . 

5 

1  -o6 

St.  Peter’s  . 

1 

0'2J 

Lilford  . 

5 

o-8o 

Etherstone  . 

4 

I  *02 

Hope  Carr  . 

4 

1 77 

St.  Thomas’s  ... 

5 

0-94 

St.  Joseph’s . 

4 

0 

CO 

The  highest  rate  from  this  cause  being  in  Hope  Carr,  and  the  lowest  in  St. 
Peter’s  Ward. 


During  the  year  27  deaths  were  registered  of  children  prematurely  born,  equal 
to  a  rate  of  0.69.  They  were  distributed  as  follows  : — 
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Ward. 

Deaths. 

Rate 
per  1000. 

St.  Mary’s  . 

2  ** 

°‘23 

St.  Paul’s . . 

2 

o-40 

St.  Peter’s  _ 

2 

°‘54 

Lilford  .  •. . 

'  5 

0 

00 

Etherstone  . 

5 

I  *2 

Hope  Carr  . 

St.  Thomas’s  ... 

9 

*7 

St.  Joseph’s . 

2 

0*4I 

The  employment  of  married  women  in  factories  is  probably  responsible  for -the 
high  rates  in  St.  Thomas’s,  Etherstone  and  Lilford  Wards. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  RESPIRATORY  ORGANS. 
Caused  197  deaths,  with  a  rate  of  5-o  per  1000. 


The  following  table  gives  the  deaths  at  subjoined  ages  :  - 


All  ages. 

Under  i. 

1  and 
under  5. 

5  and 
under  15. 

'■15  and 
under  25. 

25  and 
under  65. 

65  and 
upwards. 

197 

55 

40 

7 

5 

% 

- j — 

6l 

29 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  above,  95  deaths  were  of  children  under  under  5  years 
of  age. 


The  following  gives  the  deaths  (at  all  ages)  together  with  the  rates  per  1000  in 
each  Ward  :  — 
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Ward. 

Deaths. 

Rate 
per  1000. 

St.  Mary’s  . 

37 

4 '4 

St.  Paul’s  . 

34 

6-8 

St.  Peter’s  . 

22 

5 '9 

Lilford  . 

22 

3-8 

Etherstone  . 

l6 

4’1 

Hope  Carr  . 

10 

4'4 

St.  Thomas’s  .. 

27 

5'° 

St.  Joseph’s . 

3° 

6-2 

The  highest  rates  being  in  St.  Paul’s,  St.  Joseph’s  and  St.  Peter’s,  and  the 
lowest  in  Lilford  Ward. 

Other  causes  of  death  were — Alcholism  4,  Venereal  Disease  1,  Diseases  and 
Accidents  of  Parturition  11,  Heart  Disease  44,  Accidents  20,  Suicides  4. 

Sixteen  deaths  were  uncertified.  All  other  causes  222. 

I  now  append  the  following  tables  I.,  II.,  III.  and  IV.  required  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  : — 


TABLE  I. 

Name  of  District  :  Leigh  Urban.— For  Whole  District. 


Deaths  at  all  Ages. 
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TABLE  II. 


Name  of  District  :  Leigh  Urban. 


Names  of 
Localities — 
Wards. 
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NOTES. — (a)  The  separate  localities  adopted  for  this  table  should  be  areas  of  which  the  populations  are  obtainable  from  the  census  returns,  such  as  wards,  parishes  or  groups  of  parishes,  or  registration  sub-districts. 

Block  i  may,  if  desired,  be  used  for  the  whole  district;  and  blocks  2,  3,  &c.,  for  the  several  localities.  In  small  districts  without  recognised  divisions  of  known  population  this  table  need  not  be  filled  up. 

(b)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  beyond  the  district  are  to  be  included  in  sub-columns  c  of  this  table,  and  those  of  non-residents  registered  in  the  district  excluded.  (See  note  on  Table  I.  as  to  meaning  of 

terms  “  resident  ”  and  “  non-resident.”) 

( c )  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions  are  to  be  allotted  to  the  respective  localities,  according  to  addresses  of  the  deceased. 


TABLE  III. 

Name  of  District  :  Leigh  Urban. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1900. 
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TABLE  IV. 


Name  of  District  :  Leigh  Urban. — Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year  1900. 
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The  following-  samples  were  taken  by  the  County  Police,  under  the  “  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,”  and  upon  analysis  were  pronounced  genuine  : — Milk  8, 
whisky  3,  butter  7,  coffee  3,  and  rum,  pepper,  lard,  ground  ginger  and 
cheese  1  each. 

During  the  hot  weather  your  Sanitary  Officials  took  4  samples  of  milk,  under 
the  “  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,”  and  upon  analysis  3  were  pronounced 
genuine  and  one  to  contain  an  excessive  quantity  of  borates  used  as  a 
preservative.  In  the  latter  case  the  farmer  was  duly  cautioned. 

During  November  and  December,  owing  to  the  beer  scare,  5  samples  of  beer 
taken  from  houses  in  the  Borough,  supplied  by  different  breweries,  were 
analysed.  Four  were  pronounced  genuine  and  one  found  to  be  contaminated 
with  arsenic.  In  the  latter  case  the  landlord  was  summoned,  but  owing  to 
some  technicality  the  summons  has  since  been  withdrawn. 

From  inquiries  made  I  was  unable  to  ascertain  the  existence  of  any  case  of 
peripheral  neuritis  due  to  arsenical  poisoning. 

During  the  year  the  paving  of  streets,  yards  and  back  passages,  and  the  sub¬ 
stitution  of  water  closets  and  waste-water  closets  in  225  cases  for  the  old 
fashioned  privy,  has  been  satisfactorily  carried  out. 

The  method  of  nightsoil  removal  is  not  yet  satisfactory,  and  is  still  carried  out 
by  contract. 

During  the  year  46231  ashpits  were  emptied,  and  the  refuse  disposed  of  to 
farmers  and  tipped  on  the  Sewage  Farm. 

For  the  purpose  of  dealing  more  effectually  with  this  refuse,  your  Committee 
have  under  consideration  the  erection  of  a  Destructor,  the  necessity  for  this 
becoming  more  urgent  with  the  continued  growth  and  prosperity  of  the 
Borough. 

The  slaughter-houses  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  22  seizures  of  diseased 
meat  were  made  during  the  year — equal  to  5731  lbs.  This  was  destroyed  as 
unfit  for  human  food. 

The  erection  of  public  abbatoirs  would  greatly  facilitate  meat  inspection. 

There  was  one  prosecution  for  exposure  for  sale  of  diseased  meat,  and  the  case 
was  dismissed. 

The  want  of  disinfecting  apparatus  has  been  previously  brought  under  the  notice 
of  your  Committee. 
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The  lodging-houses  were  periodically  inspected.  There  were  4  prosecutions  for 
over-crowding  and  non-registration,  and  in  each  case  a  conviction  was 
obtained. 

During  the  year  there  were  35  prosecutions  for  chimney  firing,  and  in  each  case 
a  penalty  was  imposed. 


Your  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Jackson,  has  supplied  me  with  the  following 
summary  of  nuisances  and  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with  during  the 
the  year  : — 

Nuisances  reported  to  Committee  .  602 

,,  abated  .  556 

Notices  and  letters  served  on  owners  and  occupiers  .  765 

Notices  served  on  Contractors  .  182 

Number  of  ashpits  emptied .  46231 

Canal  boats  iuspected  .  81 

Number  of  seizures  of  diseased  meat  .  22 

Number  of  rabbits  seized . 19 

Weight  of  meat  destroyed . lbs.  573 1 

Number  of  prosecutions  of  lodging-house  keepers  .  4 

,,  houses  disinfected  after  scarlet  fever  .  114 

,,  ,,  typhoid  fever  .  45 

,,  ,,  diphtheria  .  8 

,,  ,,  consumption  .  4 

The  following  insanitary  conditions  have  been  dealt  with  : — 

Defective  house  drains  .  159 

,,  gullies  .  82 

,,  sink  pipes .  96 

,,  water  closets  .  167 

,,  privies  .  126 

,,  ,,  pulled  down  .  129 

Water  closets  substituted  for  privies  .  225 

Deep  wet  ashpits  raised  and  cemented .  149 

Defective  spouting  .  116 

,,  roofs  .  39 

,,  pavement,  channelling  and  insanitary  yards  ...  206 

Houses  repaired .  89 
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Filthy  houses  .  54 

Damp  houses .  105 

Insufficiently  ventilated  houses  .  35 


Houses  pulled  down  No.  19  Market  Place  and  a  cottage 
in  Sugar  Street. 

,,  condemned  Nos.  15  and  17  Corner  Lane. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

James  King, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


. 


